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July – August 2022 
 
Editor’s Note        Diana Pedersen   
 

tone Cuttings has been the Old Cemeteries Society’s principal means of communication 

since the days when all issues were printed in hard copy and mailed out to the membership. 

For many years it has taken its present form (as a pdf document attached to an email) developed 

and ably edited by Russ Stewart until his passing last year. But technology marches on and 

changes are afoot. Pdf attachments now present security problems and are difficult to read on 

mobile devices. I look forward to working with the OCS Board over the next few months on a 

suitable new format for Stone Cuttings. And thanks in advance to Yvonne Van Ruskenveld and 

Wilf Bruch who have volunteered to serve as editorial advisors. 

Meanwhile, you can help raise public awareness of our heritage cemeteries and the many 

activities of the Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria by contributing your short news reports or 

articles and photographs. OCS volunteers are encouraged to document their activities, whether 

reorganizing the office or working display tables, patrolling for vandals or repairing monuments, 

cleaning graves or leading tours.  

While Ross Bay Cemetery remains the centre of OCS activities, reports from Greater 

Victoria’s many other local cemeteries are very welcome. Researchers are encouraged to 

contribute profiles of individual monuments and/or people buried in our cemeteries. OCS 

members who visit other cemeteries during their travels are also encouraged to share short 

reports and photographs. The editor reserves the right to reject or edit contributions. 

 

Annual Meeting and Elections    Gerry Buydens, President 
 

he 2022 Annual General Meeting of the Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria was held on 

Wednesday, June 15, at 7 PM at the historic Craigflower Schoolhouse. We were hoping to 

hold it in the garden of Ross Bay Villa, but the weather forecast was not favourable. Fortunately, 

we elected to go with Craigflower Schoolhouse, which turned out to be a great decision. There 

were about 30 members present. 

S 

T 

https://oldcem.bc.ca/cem/
https://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=95


 2 

Due to COVID, we were given an extension to the date by which an AGM must be held. The 

President opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and noting that it had been a different year 

with COVID. The Treasurer, Gudrun Leys, went over the financial statements for 2021 and 

answered questions. The financial statements indicated that we had a net income of $10,847.28. 

The President’s report had been distributed in advance of the meeting, so he only highlighted a 

couple of items.  

Elections were conducted, and the Executive for 2022 will be: Wilf Bruch—Past President; 

Gerry Buydens—President; Steve Thomson—Vice President; Gudrun Leys—Treasurer; Michael 

Halleran—Secretary; Members at large—Linda Richards, Paul Taylor, Shannon Johnson, and 

Shirley Waldon.  

Under other business, Past President Wilf Bruch spoke about progress on the Ross Bay 

Cemetery Stannard Avenue Gate Project and plans for construction to begin in September. The 

goal is for the project to be completed in 2023, in time for the 150th anniversary of the dedication 

of the cemetery. Yvonne Van Ruskenveld reported on the continuing success of the tour program 

and thanked everyone involved. 

The speaker for the evening was John Adams of Discover the Past. Electronics let us down 

with no Wi-Fi available that evening at Craigflower Schoolhouse. In lieu of a PowerPoint 

presentation, John spoke without notes about the upcoming 150th anniversary of Ross Bay 

Cemetery and the beginnings of the cemetery in 1872. It was a very interesting talk and 

extremely well done. The President thanked John Adams for a great presentation and thanked 

everyone for coming out. He thanked his executive and the many volunteers for a job well done. 

 
A Soggy 160th Anniversary for Billy Barker   Yvonne Van Ruskenveld 

 
eritage cemeteries often have star attractions—the graves that visitors actually ask to see. 

Billy Barker’s grave is one of Ross Bay Cemetery’s most requested graves. Having a 

townsite—now a provincial historic site—named after him ensures a certain amount of 

recognition but it’s the story of his big gold strike and his ultimate end as a pauper that makes his 

story so captivating. 

Cariboo Gold, our 

tour on a cool and very 

wet Sunday, July 3, 

commemorated the 160th 

anniversary of Barker’s 

big strike—the biggest in 

the Cariboo gold rush. 

Contrary to what you 

may read elsewhere, 

Barker’s strike did not 

ignite the Cariboo gold 

rush. That distinction 

belongs to Peter 

Donlevy’s strike at 

Horsefly in 1859. It was 

the lure that drew many 

H 

Cariboo Gold tour group           Photo by Diana Pedersen 

https://discoverthepast.com/
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of the thousands who had arrived the year before for the Fraser River gold rush farther into the 

interior, following the glint of gold up all the rivers and streams that flowed into the Fraser. Rich 

strikes followed Dunlevy’s—at Keithley, Antler, Lightning, Lowhee and Williams Creeks. By 

the time Billy Barker arrived at Williams Creek (after mining on the Fraser), most people 

assumed the richest strikes had been found. Barker proved them wrong.  

Barker’s strike caused a population shift among the miners on the creeks. Richfield had been 

established as the main town for the Cariboo gold fields but everyone wanted to be closer to 

Barker’s claim so Barkerville sprang up and grew quickly, shifting the focus away from 

Richfield.  

As for Barker and his 

fortune, they were soon 

parted. Some sources 

claim he was broke 

within five years of 

pulling millions of 

dollars’ worth of gold 

from the ground. 

However long it took, he 

was never to see those 

riches again. He 

remained in the Cariboo 

almost until the end of 

his life, prospecting, 

working for other 

miners, and working on 

ranches around Clinton. 

In the end, he spent only 

a few months in 

Victoria, when he was ill with cancer. He was buried in Ross Bay Cemetery in a pauper’s grave 

with no marker (F13 E16).  

The grave was eventually marked in the 1960s with a bronze plaque set flat in the ground, 

but it included wrong information about his origins—it stated that he came from Cornwall 

(England). OCS member Dorothy Sweet discovered that his real origin was in Cambridgeshire. 

Finally, in 2008, Barker’s grave got the marker it deserved—a magnificent boulder from his 

Cariboo gold claim, shipped from Barkerville by the Friends of Barkerville, a fitting memorial to 

a BC legend. 

 
Two Monuments Rise Again at Ross Bay           Wilf Bruch & Diana Pedersen 

 
n October 10, 2021, in Ross Bay Cemetery, Ron Armstrong’s Scottish Columbia tour 

group passed the sad spectacle of two vandalized monuments. The damage was reported by 

City of Victoria Parks staff on September 28. A red granite column had been pushed off its base, 

landing on a smaller, more fragile marble monument. The latter was badly damaged and the 

cross mounted on top was completely shattered. (See bottom left corner in the photograph 

below.) Because this was an obvious case of vandalism, the City paid for the repairs, which were 

O 

Billy Barker memorial                              Photo by Diana Pedersen 

https://friendsofbarkerville.ca/index.html
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undertaken by Mortimer’s Monumental Works Ltd., and the monuments are standing again in 

their rightful places. 

The red granite column (A44 W28) stands on a large plot belonging to the Owen family and 

bears inscriptions for family members buried in 1892, 1903, 1923, 1940, and 2002. Mass-

produced columns like this one were popular and affordable at the beginning of the 20th century, 

although red granite was more expensive than other materials. This monument was erected for 

54-year-old Captain William Gaskell Owen (1849-1903), Master Mariner, who was born in 

Liverpool and arrived in Victoria in 1867 as cabin boy on a sailing ship 

Over three decades of service in the Department of Marine, Owen rose through the ranks on 

the government steamers Sir James Douglas and Quadra. He was reportedly esteemed by all 

who sailed the North Pacific and recognized for invaluable contributions to the building of many 

lighthouses. Captain Owen’s funeral was held at Christ Church Cathedral; he had been ill for a 

year with stomach cancer. Graveside services were conducted by the International Order of 

Oddfellows. The funeral was postponed for a day until his former messmates on DGS Quadra 

arrived in port. 

 

  
Tour group and vandalized monuments                                 Photo by Diana Pedersen 

The smaller marble monument (A43 E27) offers interesting clues to the biography of Henry 

Horatio Maude (1825-1888), a 63-year-old farmer from Hornby Island, one of the northern Gulf 

Islands. He was born in Leghorn (Livorno), Italy, where the British had a strong presence in the 

19th century and the established network of British merchant families included the Maudes. His 

parents, Barnabas and Harriet, likely gave their second son, Henry Horatio, money to buy land in 

the colonies.  

Maude and George Ford from Devonshire, England, were the first two Europeans to settle on 

Hornby Island, arriving in 1869 and marrying local Coast Salish women. Eventually they owned 

40% of the island between them. Maude acquired the land surrounding Tribune Bay and 

Whaling Station Bay; today Maude Reef is an attraction for divers. Henry H. Maude likely came 

to Victoria for medical treatment at the end of his life. He died after spending two months in St. 

https://www.mortimersmonuments.com/
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Joseph’s Hospital. Dr. J.D. Helmcken signed his death certificate indicating cause of death as 

“dropsy dependent on enlarged liver.” Maude’s funeral was held at Christ Church Cathedral. 

 

 
Restored Maude and Owen monuments                 Photos by Diana Pedersen 
 

The damaged monuments were repaired in November. The red granite Owen monument was 

reassembled and today appears unscathed; traces of fresh sealant are visible between the granite 

blocks. The same cannot be said for the marble monument. Several large chips are visible on the 

back of the cross where it was slammed by the granite column. But from the front, fortunately, 

this fine restoration left only cracks that may not even be noticed by passers-by who stop to read 

about Henry Horatio Maude of Hornby Island.  

 
English Genealogist Uncovers BC Geologist   Diana Pedersen 

 
ne of the Old Cemeteries Society’s regular summer tours at Ross Bay Cemetery is What’s 

in a Name?—highlighting the graves of people whose names have been attached to BC 

places and geographical features. This year’s tour included the grave of William John Sutton 

(1859-1914), who is commemorated by Sutton Creek and Mount Sutton, southwest of Cowichan 

Lake; Sutton Pass and the Sutton Pass Boulders, on a scenic stretch of Highway 4 to Ucluelet; 

and the Sutton Range, including Sutton Peak, in the north-central region of Vancouver Island. 

During his lifetime, this lumberman, mining engineer, and geologist was the internationally 

respected authority on the geology of Vancouver Island but today few Victorians know his name. 

Recently, and with a little help from the Old Cemeteries Society, he has been rescued from 

relative obscurity by an English descendant who took up genealogy in her retirement. In 2018, 

she self-published her research as an online book, Will Sutton: The Forgotten Trail Breaker of 

Vancouver Island, freely accessible on her family website. 

Jan Bridget grew up in the market town of Darwen, Lancashire, and co-founded the 

Todmorden Family History Group on the historic border of Lancashire and Yorkshire. Her 

interest in tracing the Sutton family—ancestors on her father’s side—eventually led her to the 

O 
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 6 

remarkable story of Will Sutton. Will was born in 

1859 in Bruce County, Ontario, where his 

English parents had settled; his father built a 

sawmill and served as county sheriff for 25 years. 

In 1877, after studying mining engineering and 

geology, 18-year-old Will arrived in BC and 

spent a decade managing the family timber 

holdings at Cowichan Lake. He then held a two-

year appointment as government assayer. As a 

lumberman and assayer, he travelled Vancouver 

Island, deepening his knowledge of its geology 

and resources, and expanding his personal 

collection of minerals and fossils. As Jan Bridget 

discovered to her discomfort and dismay, young 

Will and his brother also became embroiled in 

controversy after “collecting” from First Nations 

graves to supply the anthropologist Franz Boas 

with skulls and skeletal remains for the great 

museums of Europe and the US. The Sutton 

brothers narrowly escaped prosecution. 

In 1892, Will Sutton married Annie Fox, a 

native of Sheffield and a Victoria businesswoman 

(Fox’s Cutlery). From 1895 to 1900, the Suttons 

lived in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where Will completed his degree in mining engineering at the 

Michigan Mining School and then was hired as an instructor. In 1900 they returned to Victoria 

and bought a house on Discovery Street, which they shared with Will’s growing collections.  

For the next 14 years Sutton was extraordinarily busy. He was hired by James Dunsmuir as 

consulting geologist for the Dunsmuir Enterprises, the Wellington Collieries, and the E & N 

Railway Co. The Suttons travelled extensively, with Will collecting ore samples and addressing 

international gatherings of scientists and mining engineers. He testified before government 

commissions, becoming an early 

advocate of forest management and 

conservation. He served on the 

executives of national and 

international associations of mining 

engineers and was made a Fellow 

of the Geological Society of 

London.  

In Victoria, Will Sutton 

promoted his vision of Vancouver 

Island’s bright future through the 

Natural History Society, the Board 

of Trade, the Vancouver Island 

Development League, and the 

Royal Astronomical Society. He 

died suddenly from a heart attack Will and Annie Sutton at home in Victoria            Courtesy of Basil Fox 

http://janetandstephen.info/publications.html
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while surveying for road construction near his Ucluelet sawmill; he was 55 years old. His 

unexpected death aborted his plan to retire and devote himself to publishing his research, likely 

contributing to his disappearance from public memory. A decade later, his collections were 

acquired by the new Geology Museum at the University of British Columbia. Today they form 

the core of the public displays at the Pacific Museum of Earth and the Beaty Biodiversity 

Museum, both on the UBC campus. 

In 1933, after Annie Sutton’s death, an album of Will’s photographs was donated to the BC 

Archives where it languished for many years—until diligent researcher Jan Bridget recognized 

that Sutton had photographed a Gitxsan village painted by Emily Carr (who is also buried at 

Ross Bay Cemetery). The Art Gallery of Ontario had misidentified the location of the village in 

the painting. The Tyee published this noteworthy story in June 2020. The photograph and 

painting are reproduced for comparison in Bridget’s 

book (Chapter 8). 

Remarkably, Jan Bridget has never been able to 

visit Victoria; all her research was conducted from 

England with assistance from some helpful contacts on 

Vancouver Island. Early in her project, she connected 

with Leona Taylor, who was in charge of the Old 

Cemeteries Society’s Research Committee. Leona 

provided her with photographs of the Sutton grave 

(T90 W41) under a huge copper beech tree. (The 

monument is a three-tiered granite base, now missing 

what was probably a cross mounted on top, like the 

monument in the centre distance in the photograph at 

left.) More significantly, Leona directed the English 

genealogist to her massive research project, the Index 

of Historical Victoria Newspapers. Jan Bridget admits 

today that there would have been no book if she had 

not had access to this valuable research tool. As a 

result, Will Sutton: The Forgotten Trail Breaker of 

Vancouver Island is the most comprehensive available 

resource on this important but neglected early 

Victorian. He deserves to be featured on many more 

tours of Ross Bay Cemetery. 

 
 

Tour Notes 
 

hanks to some effective publicity by the BC Black History Awareness Society (BCBHAS), a 

record 125 people, including families with children, turned out on February 27, 2022, for the 

Black History tour of Ross Bay Cemetery, co-sponsored by the OCS and BCBHAS. This has 

been an annual Black History Month event for more than twenty-five years. It was a grey but 

mild afternoon, the rain holding off until after the tour. At several points, hundreds of roosting 

starlings threatened to drown out the tour guides, John Adams and Dr. Valin Marshall. After the 

tour, interest was so high that a third of the attendees followed John Adams to the grave of Sir 

James Douglas, who was not on this year’s route, for an additional stop. 

T 

Sutton grave         Photo by Diana Pedersen 

https://pme.ubc.ca/
https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/
https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/
https://thetyee.ca/Culture/2020/06/26/Emily-Carr-Painting-Gets-New-Name/
https://web.uvic.ca/vv/newspaper/index.php
https://web.uvic.ca/vv/newspaper/index.php
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If you have never attended this tour, you can still catch last year’s Zoom version, Ross Bay 

Cemetery Black History Tour February 28, 2021, available on the BCBHAS YouTube channel. 

Also available is an excellent Zoom symposium with multiple presenters, showcasing the latest 

academic research and providing historical context for the Black pioneers buried at Ross Bay 

Cemetery, BC Black Migration Symposium—February 27, 2021. 

 

 
Black History tour group at the grave of Rebecca Gibbs            Photos by Diana Pedersen 

 

Tour Schedule for July-August 2022   
 
Tours are every Sunday at 2 PM. Charge: $5 for non-members; $2 for members. No reservations 

needed. Rain or shine. Tours at Ross Bay Cemetery (RBC) start at the cemetery entrance on 

Fairfield Road, opposite the south end of Stannard Street. Other tours start where noted.  
 

 July 3. RBC. Cariboo Gold. This summer marks the 160th anniversary of the biggest gold strike in the Cariboo 

gold rush. Billy Barker made history with his rich strike, and a town quickly grew up close to his claim. But Barker 

didn’t start the Cariboo gold rush, and he wasn’t the only one who struck it rich. Yvonne Van Ruskenveld has 

collected tales of a time and place that left an indelible mark on BC history.  
 

July 10. RBC. What’s in a Name? The map of BC is dotted with places named after people buried in Ross Bay 

Cemetery. What did these individuals do that kept their names alive in our province today, even if they themselves 

were long forgotten? A team of presenters will reveal the stories behind the place names. 
 

July 17. RBC. Victoria in 1872. What were the headlines in Victoria 150 years ago? Taxes, the condition of the 

roads, homelessness and crime were in the news then, as they are now. What were some of the other issues that 

filled the columns of the Colonist and other newspapers? Find out from John Adams on this new tour. 
 

July 24. RBC. Ross Bay Cemetery’s 150th Anniversary. The City of Victoria purchased the site for RBC in 

1872 and the first burial took place in it at the end of the year. Why did we need a new cemetery? Were other 

locations considered? Find out who were the men involved in making the choices and the one who designed the new 

site. Who was the first to be buried? John Adams has the answers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWM35dxYl_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWM35dxYl_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sM77-QCefxw
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July 31. RBC. First Class in Every Respect. Victoria’s early inns and hotels were central to the city’s rise from 

colonial outpost to tourist destination. The hotel-keepers at Ross Bay Cemetery were entrepreneurs and community 

builders who catered to labourers and gold-seekers, soldiers and government officials, lady travellers and globe-

trotting sportsmen, middle-class tourists and royal visitors. Join Diana Pedersen and Yvonne Van Ruskenveld for 

this new tour. 
 

Aug. 7. RBC. Recalling Past Acquaintances. John Adams will take a walk down memory lane and visit the 

graves of people he has met. His French tutor, his junior high school science teacher, an archivist, a historian, a 

Japanese Canadian internee from World War II, and many others whose stories have stayed with him over the years 

will be featured on this new tour. 
 

Aug. 14. RBC. Annual Obon Ceremony. This is the Japanese Buddhist Day of the Dead when graves are 

cleaned, incense is lit and prayers are said. The ceremony will be at the Kakehashi Monument in the southwest 

corner of RBC, near the corner of Memorial Crescent and Dallas Road. The public are invited to the ceremony that 

takes the place of a tour today. 
 

Aug. 21. RBC. Gossip in the Graveyard. Today’s tour is all about the scandal and gossip that surrounded some 

of those buried at RBC. An OCS team has been collecting some of the choicest tidbits that kept tongues wagging in 

bygone days and are still a source of amazement and entertainment today. 
 

Aug. 28. RBC. Emily Carr Tour – Part 2. This is the second of our tours about Emily Carr, whose grave is one 

of the most visited at RBC. Join our team of OCS guides and Emily herself (a.k.a. Molly Raher Newman) who will 

visit the graves of many people Emily knew and wrote about in The Book of Small and her other writings. Today’s 

tour is different from the one in March. 

 

 
Ross Bay Cemetery’s Pooley Angel, July 8, 2022                      Photo by Diana Pedersen 

 

 

The Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria 
P.O. Box 50004, RPO Fairfield Plaza 

Victoria, BC V8S 5L8 

 

tel: 250-598-8870   

email: oldcem@pacificcoast.net 

website: http://www.oldcem.bc.ca 

Facebook: https://facebook.com/OldCemeteriesSociety 
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