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Halloween Ghost Tour at Ross Bay Cemetery  
  
Sunday October 25 at 2:00 p.m. 
This has been one of the most popular tours since it started in 1990. Participants gather, 
at Stannard Street entrance to Ross Bay Cemetery to purchase their ticket prior to 2 pm 
and then will be divided into about ten groups & taken to their starting station. Each 
group will be piloted by an OCS volunteer who will take the groups to ten graves along a 
route in the cemetery where ten storytellers, some in period costume, will be awaiting 
to spin their tales of ghosts and legends. Each year the route and stories vary, though 
old favourites are always included. The OCS has an information table displaying the 
books and other merchandise produced by OCS. We’ll start at Stannard Avenue and 
finish at the caretaker's shed. Gerry Buydens will organize the pilots and information 
people. We need volunteers to act as pilots to direct patrons on the tour. If you can 
help, please contact gbuydens@shaw.ca or 383-4873. Meet before 1:30 p.m. at the 
Stannard Street entrance to RBC. 
 
Hallowe’en Security Patrols  
  
Friday, October 30; Saturday, October 31 and November 01 from 8 pm to midnight. 
  
The patrols are a unique opportunity to experience Ross Bay Cemetery at night and at 
the same time help to deter vandalism. The patrol dates have been finalized and 
permission to be in the cemetery at night has been granted by the Parks Department. 
 
We do our patrols in two shifts, 8pm to 10pm and 10pm to 12 midnight. If you are able 
to help please phone Gudrun Leys at 250-590-5850 or e-mail gmleys@gmail.com 
 
 
 



 

Page | 2 

Cowichan OCS members honour Police National Memorial Day  Mike Bieling 
 
Local members of the Old Cemeteries Society observed Police National Memorial Day 
on Sunday, September 27th, by cleaning the gravestone of Daniel Wishart Mainguy 
(1842-1906) in historic All Saints' Cemetery in Westholme. Mainguy, who was one of the 
first English settlers in the Chemainus district, arrived in 1863 and was a farmer and the 
area's first police constable during the colonial period. He was a memorable local 
character and an important and well-respected figure in the community of the time. 
  

 
 

Old Cemeteries Society member Sherry Deptuch helps clean Cst. Daniel Mainguy's 
gravestone at All Saints' Cemetery for Police National Memorial Day. 
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Said OCS member Mike Bieling, "While documenting Cowichan's Veterans' 
Remembrance Cross placements, I've collected burial information for a number of 
NWMP, RCMP and other police veterans, who are included in that commemoration. For 
several years, I've thought about doing something to observe the day specifically set 
aside to remember them - Police National Memorial Day - on the last Sunday of 
September. Covid-19 and other issues made this a bad year for getting any new 
traditions off the ground, so since the day was dry and pleasant, we decided to spend a 
few hours at All Saints' and, with the family's permission, pay our respects by cleaning 
Cst. Daniel Mainguy's gravestone, which badly needed it." 
 
"Mainguy's 114-year-old white marble tablet had become blackened and encrusted with 
dirt, black mildew and green algae, with moss growing at its base and on the concrete 
surface of the family plot. We applied an architectural cleaner that acts as both an 
immediate remover of dirt and mildew, and, in combination with sunlight and weather, 
a long-term whitener. It's recommended by professionals for being highly effective 
without damaging stone surfaces the way soaps and harsh chemicals can. We'll watch it 
over the next few months to see how much more of the green algae staining it removes, 
and just how white the stone becomes."  
 
"While we were at it, we also did a quick bit of moss removal and clean-up of the rest of 
the Mainguy family plot, which includes the monument to Daniel's well-known son, Vice 
Admiral E. Rollo Mainguy, ahead of the Remembrance Day cross placements. I hope that 
in future years, circumstances may allow us to introduce a small local commemoration 
for Police National Memorial Day, but as members of the Old Cemeteries Society, we're 
pleased to have had this opportunity this year to help preserve the memory of one of 
the Cowichan Valley's first representatives of the law." 
 

      
                            More photos from All Saints’ Cemetery 
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Honouring Leon Morel                 Wilf Bruch  
 
This summer The Old Cemeteries Society teamed up with the L'Association historique 
francophone de Victoria (AHFV) to honor one of Victoria's early French pioneers. 
On September 6th, The french community gathered at Ross Bay Cemetery for the 
unveiling of a new grave marker and to inaugurate a new tour of French pioneers buried 
at Ross Bay. 
 
The new marker is in remembrance of Leon Morel 1823-1877(C22W24). As an employee 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Leon was the very symbol of the Voyageur, a type of 
jack-of-all trades who was a trapper, builder, “voltigeur,” and finally a farmer. He 
constructed forts and bridges and  followed James Douglas on several of his adventures. 
He married four times to Indigenous women and fathered thirteen children. The 
majority of his children died in infancy and on the death of his wife Adélaïde, the Sisters 
of Saint Ann took charge of the remaining children as “orphans.”
 

            
                                        Dedication of Leon Morel’s marker 
 
Do you have a story to tell?  
 
The demise of the OCS journal Stories in Stone left us with no place to publish longer 
articles that our members might want to share. In an effort to partly fill the gap, Stone 
Cuttings has been publishing longer items submitted by our members. While there is no 
strict limit on length, articles should be reasonably brief and of general interest to our 
members. Book reviews and photos relevant to your article are welcome. Submit 
articles to rste00@shaw.ca The editor reserves the right to edit or reject any item. 
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Photos from the Jewish Cemetery Tour          Shannon Johnson 
 

                      
 

                          
 
 

                         
 
                                                               Kate Cino Images 
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France’s Ancient Burial Brotherhood                                   From The Guardian 
 
To the sound of a single tolling bell, the 
brothers of the Confrérie des Charitables de 
Saint-Éloi, in capes, white gloves and 
bicornes, lift the coffin from a wooden cart 
and lower it into the ground. Standing over 
the grave they remove their hats, say 
“requiescat in pace” (rest in peace) in 
unison and bow their heads. It does not 
matter whether the deceased is rich or 
poor, the solemn ritual is the same and has 
been since 1188. 
 
“We are all equal in death,” says the current chief brother, known as a “prévost”, Robert 
Guenot, 72, echoing the centuries-old precept of those known as “the Charitables” in the 
northern French town of Béthune. “Our role is to be present to ensure the dead are given a 
correct, dignified burial, whoever they are. It is a role of paying respect to the deceased that the 
brotherhood has carried out for more than 830 years,” Guenot told the Guardian. 
The Charitables trace their history back to 1188, when the north of France, along with much 
of Europe, was ravaged by plague and gravediggers found themselves overwhelmed by the 
number of corpses and fearful of being infected themselves. Legend has it that two 
blacksmiths, Gauthier de Béthune and Germon de Beuvry, saw Saint-Éloi, also known as Saint 
Eligius, the patron saint of artisan iron and steel workers, in their dreams. The apparition 
ordered them to meet at a local spring and found a charity. Since then, the Confrérie des 
Charitables de Saint-Éloi – whose motto is “accuracy, union, charity” – has carried out burials in 
the area. 
 
Previously a religious organisation, the brotherhood was briefly banned during the French 
revolution and subsequently reinstated by Napoleon Bonaparte. The tricorne hats the brothers 
had worn until then were swapped for bicornes as a tribute to Bonaparte. In 1853, the 
brotherhood became secular after a falling out with the bishop of Arras, who demanded it be 
overseen by the Catholic church or disband. Modern members are advised to avoid talking  
about “religion and politics”, according to Guenot. “We are a charitable organisation so what 
we do is done for free to anyone no matter their religion. We have buried Muslims, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, evangelicals, Christians and atheists,” he said. 
 
“We depend on donations from the public. Everyone knows us and many people in Béthune 
have relatives who have been brothers,” he added. “The brotherhood is not just based on 
respect, dignity and discretion with regard to the dead but on an idea of solidarity.” 
Guenot said the brothers were also there for the living, collecting and distributing food for 
families in difficulty. There are currently around 40 brothers, aged between 40 and 80 and 
drawn from all sectors of society, from “doctors, lawyers and insurance people to restaurant 
and factory workers”. Their numbers dropped below a dozen in the 1970s, but they continue to 
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recruit, and bury about 200 people a year. The prévost is chosen from among the elders 
and holds the office for a period of two years. Guenot said it was his job to “hold the 
historical line we have had for centuries”. New members are proposed by a sponsor 
who must vouch for their “moral and mental” probity. 
 
Outside each of Béthune’s cemeteries is a white circle where the Charitables gather 
after each burial. A designated brother calls out anyone who has broken the rules – for 
example not lifting their hat at the correct moment – and the miscreant is fined 50 
centimes. Today, the brothers are wearing masks to protect them against the 
coronavirus and maintaining the required 1-metre distance. “It is a difficult situation at 
the moment, but we are confident that what is happening now will pass,” Guenot says. 
“As it has for centuries.” 
 
Tombstone Oddities                                    Last Words  
 

 
 
Cedar City, Utah 
 

 
 
 
 
Harry “Breaker” Morant   1864-1902 
 
“Don’t make a mess of it- shoot straight, 
you bastards.” 
 
South African officer executed by the 
British for executing Boer prisones. 
 
 
              


