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Don Reksten 1941-2020

Wilf Bruch

It is with great sadness that we say
goodbye to a longtime supporter and
friend, Don Reksten.
Don and his wife Terry were involved in
many historical organizations in Victoria
and were instrumental in the founding
of the Old Cemeteries Society. After
retirement, in the late 1990s, Don
joined the OCS board as a member at
large, and was vice-president in 1999
and 2001 for Yvonne Van Ruskenveld.
He again served as vice-president for
Wilf Bruch in 2002 and took over as
president in 2003.
Some of the major projects that Don was involved in were the creation of our selfguided tour brochures, preservation work at The Old Burying Ground, creation of a
database for Ross Bay Cemetery burial records, the consolidation of information about
Pioneer Square and its addition to our website, and the Parker-Ball grave fence
restoration project. He served as our representative on the Ross Bay Design Guidelines
and Management Planning Committee and the Pioneer Square Advisory panel with the
City of Victoria. Don was also our liaison with the Hallmark Society and Ross Bay Villa
Society.
After Terry’s passing in 2001, Don and longtime OCS supporter Leona Taylor became a
couple, and together they volunteered countless hours to all aspects of our society. Our
sincere condolences go out to Leona and to Don's family.

Some photos from our recent tours
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OBON
The OBON ceremony was cancelled this year due to the pandemic. Instead the Japanese
Cultural Society held a tour in the cemetery of prominent Japanese pioneers. It was well
attended.

Old Cemeteries Society Garden Party
For the past few years, the executive has organized a garden party for the members &
their guests as a thank you for their support during the year. Unfortunately this year,
the garden party had to be cancelled due to the pandemic. We still would like to thank
everyone for their ongoing support. Keep safe, keep healthy and hopefully if a vaccine is
found, we will see you next year.
The tour schedule commenced in early July and the turnout has been good. People have
acted very responsibly and social distancing has been adhere to.

Ghost Bus Tours in 2020 cancelled due to COVID-19
Given the need to avoid large groups in close proximity during the COVID-19 pandemic,
OCS will not be conducting Ghost Bus Tours during October this year. They have been
offered every year since 1994 and have always proven very popular. They have been
one of the OCS's biggest annual fund raisers. Hopefully conditions in 2021 will allow the
Ghost Bus Tours to operate again.
In the meantime, planning for the busy October tours at Ross Bay Cemetery is
underway. Murder Most Foul, Women's History, the Psychic Tours and the Annual
Ghost Walk all attract larger than normal numbers of participants. It is hoped that these
tours do not need to be cancelled and that protocols can be developed to ensure they
are conducted in as safe a manner as possible for the guides, helpers and public
participants. Details will be announced in the next Newsletter.

Plot for Sale in Ross Bay Cemetery
Located in Block “L” plot 1 east of row 7. There is a pine tree on the plot which the city is
prepared to remove if necessary. Asking Price is $20,000. The deed is available. If
interested contact Lynne Milnes at lmilnes@shaw.ca or 778-587-1567

Restoration

Wilf Bruch

This summer we have taken on the restoration of the Parker-Ball fence (F27W21). In
2003/2004 the fence was totally removed, rebuilt and painted as a joint project with the
Island Blacksmith Society. The last 16 years have not been kind to the iron fence and
rust had started to show in many spots. It was decided that the best way to preserve it
was to have it sandblasted (with glass), primed and repainted. Our hope is that this
intervention will preserve it for many years to come.
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The work in progress

Coral Island Burials

The finished product
Gudrun Leys

My friend in Vanuatu spends her full time keeping cemeteries clean. Below is a photo of
a cemetery right next to the Pacific ocean in the village of Pango. The ground there is all
dead coral so that is what they heap up over the coffin. Cremation does not exist in
Vanuatu so all burials are full body burials either using coffins, if people can afford one,
or simply using hand-woven pandanus mats. They decorate their graves with items
which we might think odd, e.g., brown bottles and Johnson's baby powder containers!

A Tombstone Tourist

Wilf Bruch

Concordia Cemetery, located in El Paso Texas, and often referred to as “The Best In The
West,” was originally the home of Chihuahua rancher and trader Hugh Stephenson. The
first burial was that of his wife Juana in 1856.
Concordia Cemetery is unique in that different sections of the cemetery were purchased
by diverse groups of people by the 1890s, including Jesuits, Catholics, Freemasons, Jews,

African Americans, Chinese, military, the city and El Paso County. Because of this, no
one took responsibility for the upkeep of the cemetery as a whole. In the 1960s, the
cemetery was not in good shape and was owned by both private and public interests. In
1990, the Concordia Heritage Association was formed to consolidate, preserve and
maintain the cemetery.
http://www.concordiacemetery.org/about.html

OCS Helping to Train the Next Generation of Teachers
Yvonne Van Ruskenveld

Over the years, OCS volunteers have given hundreds of tours to school groups, typically
in grades 4 to 6, where they learn about BC history, and occasionally to older students
who are visiting from out of town on school trips. But we’ve also helped with teacher
training for both the University of Victoria and Vancouver Island University (VIU) by
showing groups of teachers around Ross Bay Cemetery and explaining how useful a
heritage cemetery can be in covering various aspects of the curriculum. Of course, the
obvious subject covered is history but a cemetery like Ross Bay offers opportunities for
students in language arts, drama and science.
Of course, in these covid-plagued days, university classes are mostly online, and
professors are seeking substitutes for field trips and identifying meaningful ways for
students to illustrate their learning. Recently Paula Waatainen of VIU contacted me to
follow up on a field trip we had planned for her Bachelor of Education students, which
had to be cancelled in March. She is currently working on a project with colleagues at
UBC and the University of Northern British Columbia that uses video to replace the
typical field trip program. Here’s how she described it: “we are going to instead have
our students make little videos of themselves visiting places of historic or geographic
interest in their communities, and talking about how they would engage students in
historical thinking or geographic thinking in that place on a field trip. We are going to
make sample videos of ourselves as exemplars.” Paula invited me to be in an exemplar
video with her.
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On Thursday, August 20, Paula, her son and daughter and I walked around Ross Bay
Cemetery for about 90 minutes talking about the cemetery itself and the sorts of
questions teachers could discuss with students in a cemetery. The final video will be
about 10 minutes all told and will be posted online for students.
This was a wonderful experience for me, getting to spend that time talking about a place Page | 6
I love and a topic — education — that I was involved in during my working life and
through volunteering with the OCS. I was especially interested in the concept of
historical thinking (https://historicalthinking.ca/historical-thinking-concepts). This might
be something that the OCS could consider incorporating into our promotion of our
school programs in the future. One of the great things about volunteering for the OCS is
the range of opportunities it offers for participating in our community in different ways.
This is just one example but there are many ways to help out. If you’re looking for a
good volunteer experience, please contact the OCS.

Inscriptions on tombs and monuments in Bengal

Sherri Robinson

This document gives some insight into the depth of British cultural penetration into
British India. The preface is of particular interest.
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/98/List_of_inscriptions_on_tombs
_or_monuments_in_Bengal.pdf

Tombstone Oddities

Last Words
Conrad Hilton 1887-1979

In a Mexican Cemetery

Hotelier who was asked on his deathbed
if he had any wisdom to bequeath to
society.......
“Leave the shower curtain on the inside
of the tub.”

