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March - April 2020 
 
Annual General Meeting   Gerry Buydens 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria was held on 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020 at Old Craigflower School. There were 39 people in 
attendance. The meeting was chaired by Gerry Buydens, President of Old Cemeteries 
Society of Victoria (OCS). 
 
The treasurer’s report was presented by Gudrun Leys. Gerry Buydens summarized the 
highlights from the president’s report & the committee reports. He thanked the 
executive for their support and also thanked the many volunteers. OCS has a high 
number of volunteers. 
 
Two projects were highlighted. Plans for the Gate at Ross Bay Cemetery were available 
for viewing. Details were described and questions arising from the presentation were 
addressed. The Association Historique Francophone Victoria put up a poster regarding 
Leon Morel. They have received permission to put a marker on his grave. He was a 
senior workman employed at Fort Victoria by Governor James Douglas. It is hoped the 
marker will be completed & installed in the spring. This project has been in the works 
for 4 years. OCS assisted in bringing this project to a successful conclusion. 
 
The Executive for 2020 will be Gerry Buydens - President; Wilf Bruch – Past President; 
Vice President – Steve Thomson; Gudrun Leys - Treasurer; Michael Halleran - Secretary; 
and Members at large are: Paul Taylor, Linda Richards, Shannon Johnson & Shirley 
Waldon. 
 
The business portion of the meeting ended at 8:30 pm. There was a refreshment 
 break and then the group was treated to a presentation by John Adams of 
 Discouver the Past who talked about traditional Chinese funerary and burial 
 customs and how they were practiced in Victoria. 
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John Azar spoke about the New books that have been produced by OCS. Copies 
 are available from three local bookstores or from the OCS Office. 
A copy of the Treasurer’s Report and all other Committee Reports are available upon 
request from the office. Sunday Tour Brochures have been delivered to the various 
public libraries and the local archives. They are also available at the Sunday tours or 
from the office. 
 
Black History Tour at RBC on 16 February       Photos by Shannon Johnson 
 

       
    Early blossoms were out        Rebecca Gibbs 1808-1873              Rebecca’s poetry  
 

         
          John Adams at                               John at the                         Nancy & Peter Lester 
 Charles Hayward’s grave              Lester family marker 
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Composting human bodies 'fabulous option' for eco-friendly burial 
CTV  News writer Nicole Bogart 
 

 

Turning human bodies into worm food post-
mortem has great potential to become an 
environmentally friendly alternative to traditional 
burial options, according to a U.S. pilot project. The 
technique, known in the scientific community as 
natural organic 

reduction, involves mixing human remains with plant material at a high heat and 
breaking it down into compost.  

Though farmers have long used similar techniques following routine deaths of livestock, 
it was unknown how the procedure would work with human remains. However, in May 
2019, Washington State became the first to approve composting as an alternative to 
burying or cremating human remains, opening the doors for researchers to test the 
theory on human bodies. 

“It’s highly effective,” Lynne Carpenter-Boggs, study author and professor of soil science 
and sustainable agriculture at Washington State University, said in a press release. 
“But it has taken some thought and some redesign to make this a process that could be 
allowable and acceptable for human use.” The experimental project, completed by 
researchers at Washington University, involved six bodies that were placed into vessels 
containing plant material. The vessels were routinely rotated to provide “optimal 
conditions for decomposition.” Within four to seven weeks, each of the bodies in the 
study decomposed into a skeleton. Some even showed signs of bone decomposition. 
Researchers note that the exact decomposition time, as well at the long-term 
environmental impact of large-scale decomposition facilities remains to be seen. 

However, this new burial option would avoid the use of embalming chemicals used in 
most burials and produce 1.5 to 2 cubic metres of carbon-sequestering compost, “likely 
making it more environmentally friendly than current funerary options.” Experts have 
called the technique a "fabulous option." 

The Washington legislation, which will become law in May, was inspired by Recompose, 
a company working to bring compostable burials to the public. The company estimates 
the service will cost around US$5,500. Human composting is not legal in Canada. 
However, several services offering so-called “green burials” are gaining popularity. 
According to the Green Burial Society of Canada (GBSC), green burials are designed to 
minimize the environmental impact of death by eliminating harsh embalming chemicals, 
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wrapping remains in natural, biodegradable fibers, and burying them directly in the 
earth. The GBSC also advocates that burial sites be planted with locally indigenous 
plants and avoid “individualized” memorials. Residents in Ontario and Quebec are also 
able to choose a service called alkaline hydrolysis, which dissolves the soft tissues of the 
body leaving only bone and teeth. 

A Pioneer Family Cemetery                Russ Stewart 
 
When a death occurred in settlement days in Canada, especially in an isolated area, 
there often was no accessible established cemetery to receive the remains. Usually the 
deceased would be buried on the family homestead or on nearby unoccupied property. 
Later the site might be registered as an official cemetery.  
 
Fifty-two thousand immigrants came to Canada in 1832. Cholera was rampant along the 
St. Lawrence waterway and in Quebec City and Montreal. The disease was considered to 
be contagious, i.e., spread through the air or by contact with infected persons. Until it 
was realized and widely accepted that the disease was actually spread through 
contaminated water there was little hope of halting its spread.  
 
The authorities established a quarantine station on Grosse Isle, a small rocky island 
about thirty miles below Quebec City. The end of May 1832 saw forty ships forming a 
line two miles long, waiting to discharge their human cargo onto Grosse Isle. When the 
epidemic abated the quarantine station was closed, but it was reopened in 1847 to 
receive Irish immigrants fleeing the potato famine, many of whom had contracted 
typhus, which is spread by lice and fleas. It is estimated that three thousand people died 
on Grosse Isle. Many more died en route and are buried there.  
 
Author Susanna Moodie, with her husband and baby, arrived off Grosse Isle on August 
30th, 1832, aboard the brig Anne out of Lieth, Scotland. Their ship was unaffected by 
the disease. After the tedious voyage Susanna thought Grosse Isle “looked a perfect 
paradise” and was anxious to visit it. She did manage to get ashore but was turned back 
by the health authorities. In her autobiographical Roughing it in the Bush she gives a 
vivid picture of the nightmare scene that greeted her. 
 
John and Letetia Hunt, my first ancestors in Canada, emigrated from Mohill, County 
Lietrim, Ireland, in 1832. The Hunts had been independent farmers in Ireland. Sectarian 
strife and a shortage of farmland motivated them to sell their small farm and emigrate. 
The Hunts were accompanied by their eleven children and their son-in-law James 
Stewart, the husband of their eldest daughter, Sarah. The Stewarts had a small son. The 
immigrants had to bring their own provisions, and James Stewart was appointed 
steward of provisions, responsible for the security and distribution of the food supplies.  
 
 



  

 
They sailed from Belfast, and after a stormy six week 
crossing during which some of their baggage was lost 
overboard, they reached Quebec City in June. The family 
proceeded up the Ottawa River by bateau to Fizroy 
Harbour, about thirty kilometers west of present day 
Ottawa. From there they walked dseven miles through 
the bush to the lot they’d bought.   
 

  John Hunt 1778-1864 
 
This transaction in itself presents an interesting vignette of pioneer life in Canada. 
Governments of the day were cash poor and land rich. If they wished to grant someone 
money they would give them a grant of land which the recipient could then sell. In 1831 
the fifty acres that the Hunts acquired had been granted to one Rachel Horton, 
described as a widow. She subsequently sold it, apparently sight unseen, to John Hunt. 
It should be noted that relatives and neighbours of the Hunts had earlier emigrated to 
the Ottawa Valley. No doubt the Hunts got help and advice from them. 
 
The Hunts’ 17 year old son, John Jr., had contracted cholera en route and found the trek 
to their homestead difficult. Within  a week he was dead. His grieving mother selected a 
point of land to bury him near their log cabin and overlooking a little creek. The Hunt 
Cemetery was thus established. John Hunt’s brother Robert and his wife Mary arrived 
with their family in 1840. Within a week Robert and Mary were dead, presumably of 
cholera. They too were buried in the Hunt Cemetery.  
 

 
    James Ferguson 
        1814-1902 

In 1847 James and Frances Ferguson and their three 
small daughters left County Tyrone to emigrate to the 
Ottawa Valley. En route the family was stricken with 
typhus (“ship fever”.) One or possibly two of the 
children died and were buried at sea. Frances and the 
other child or children died and were buried on Grosse 
Isle. James arrived in the Ottawa Valley a childless 
widower, and eventually married a daughter (another 
Frances) of Robert and Mary Hunt. In the fullness of 
time their daughter Mary Ann married Charles, 
youngest son of James and Sarah Stewart. Mary Ann 
and Charles were my paternal grandparents. 
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Interments in the Hunt cemetery continued until 
accessible community cemeteries were established. 
Subsequently the little cemetery has been lovingly 
maintained by successive generations of descendants. 
On a recent visit our sons John and Tom and I paid our 
respects to our sturdy pioneer ancestors. 
 

  

Do you have a story to tell?  
 
The demise of the OCS journal Stories in Stone left us with no place to publish longer articles 
that our members might want to share. In an effort to partly fill the gap, Stone Cuttings has 
been publishing longer items submitted by our members. While there is no strict limit on 
length, articles should be reasonably brief and of general interest to our members. Book 
reviews and photos relevant to your article are welcome. Submit articles to rste00@shaw.ca 
The editor reserves the right to edit or reject any item. 
 
Tombstone Oddities                                         Last Words 
                                                                                           Sir Winston Churchill      1874-1965 

 

 

I’m bored with it all."         
 

A reincarnationist’s 
   epitaph (USA) 

 
Membership Renewal Form 

It’s time to renew your OCS membership for 2020. Please circle type of membership:  
Individual $30        Family $45          Student $20  
Donations are greatly appreciated $________ 
 Receipts issued for donations greater than $10. 
NAME:___________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________  
PHONE #:________________________________________________________  
E-MAIL:__________________________________________________________  
Make cheques payable to The Old Cemeteries Society and mail to P.O. Box 50004, RPO Fairfield 
Plaza, Victoria BC, V8S 5L8 . Membership cards are issued only if requested. 


