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September-October 2019 
OCS Picnic 
 

 
 

Obviously the picnic was a success! 
Photo thanks to Paul Taylor 

 
The OCS Web Site has been redesigned! 
 
Have you visited our web site lately? It’s been redesigned and looks new and modern. 
Have a look for yourself,  www.oldcem.bc.ca  A special thanks to Leah Freedman for her 
work on the  design and transfer of data and to Amber Woods for ideas and editing. 
 
Cashier Wanted 
 
Cashier Wanted! Would you like to help the cashier team to sell tickets for Sunday 
tours? Please email oldcem@pacificcoast.net if you are interested. Thank you!!!! 



Dedication of the Smith Family Headstone              Judy Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who are You Going to Believe?              Wilf Bruch 
 
One hundred years ago, on March 30, 1919, it must have been a slow news day. This 
short notice appeared: 
 
 "Ross Bay Cemetery records show exhumation of Helen W. Withers from M 032 W 04 
to Q 067 W V." On checking cemetery records, we find that Mrs. Helen W. Wither is still 
listed as being buried in plot M032W04, along with Ah Sel and three persons from the 
Price family. It is unlikely that Ah Sel was still interred in that plot because he died in 
1889 and was most likely removed in about 1897 so his bones could be sent back to 
China. Helen W. Wither, (not Withers) died July 13, 1904 so she probably took his place. 
Ida Price, one of the Price family listed as being buried in M032W04 actually died 
on March 28, 1919, about the same time as this notice. So, after all the checking, it is 
probable that Helen is in fact resting next to her husband, Thomas, who died in 1918 
and is buried in Plot Q067WV. For more interesting and thought-provoking pieces of 
history, visit the newspaper indexes at "Victoria's Victoria" web.uvic.ca/vv/ 

 

On October 25, 1918, the SS Princess Sophia, a CPR steamship, went down with at 
least 367 passengers and crew on board. It was the worst loss of life in a shipwreck in 
the Pacific Northwest. The ship stranded on Vanderbilt Reef in Lynn Canal in blizzard 
conditions and was there for 40 hours before sinking. Rescue ships could not respond 
due to weather conditions. On the 100th anniversary of the sinking, the Maritime 
Museum of British Columbia (MMBC) dedicated a gravestone in Mountain View 
Cemetery, Vancouver, for the O'Brien family. The parents and five children perished.  
 
Twenty-one of those who perished are interred at Ross Bay Cemetery and there are 
memorial stones for two others. For the 101st anniversary of the loss of SS Princess 
Sophia, the MMBC will dedicate a gravestone in Ross Bay Cemetery for three members 
of the Smith family who were returning to Victoria at the end of the riverboat season. 
William Peter, Sr., 47, had gone north for the first time with his two sons and they 
were employed by the White Pass & Yukon Route on the SS Dawson. William Peter, Jr. 
was 17 and had gone overseas with the 103rd Battalion when he was 15. He was 
returned home when it was discovered that he was underage. Roland Henry was 15. 
The brothers were deckhands and their father was a fireman on the ship.  
 
The MMBC would like to thank the Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria for their 
assistance in contacts with the Parks Department while arranging the permissions for 
the placement of the gravestone. The dedication will be at Ross Bay Cemetery on 
October 25, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. 



Memorial to Daniel Patrick Paris Long            Peter Grant 

This remarkable nine-piece monument of black granite was commissioned by Marian 
Paris and Jeremy Long to commemorate their beloved son Daniel, who died of sudden 
cardiac arrhythmia at the age of 27 in 2013. The memorial, designed and executed by 
Carl Hughes, Meadowlark Memorials, Victoria, is at plot O61WR at Ross Bay Cemetery. 
It is like nothing else in the cemetery or, possibly, in the world. It fairly crackles with 
energy. Its lustrous surfaces frame features that are revealing of the man, and the 
details reward study. We visited the site on June 16 during the tour If These Stones 
Could Speak. The following sketch is supplementary to the information conveyed in the 
tour. 

 

Two 2.4-metre-/8-foot-long curbstones, 
0.25 metres/10 inches high and 0.15 
metres/6 inches thick, form the sides, 
and a 0.9-metre-/3-foot-long stone of 
like height and thickness the back. The 
outsides of the curbstones are natural 
rock pitched stone to give the granite an 
undressed appearance. (RBC is the only 
cemetery in Victoria that allows 
curbstones.) Carl Hughes, in an e-mail: 
“I think the curbing may be the only 
black granite curbing in British 
Columbia, possibly Canada.” 

On the pillow are engraved the names and dates of three eventual residents, there 
being room for six urns within the monument. The calligraphic style of the pillow 
inscriptions are proprietary. Carl relates: “I wanted to tie the family together on the 
pillow memorial with the font style and unique symbols. The calligraphic style font 
allowed me to extend lines and import symbols. The maple leaf is tied into Jeremy’s 
name, Marian and Jeremy are joined by wedding rings, and Marian and her sister  

 



Margot are joined by twin symbols, the 
Basque Cross of their French heritage, 
reversed to show their mirror image 
twin left and right handedness.” 
Inscribed beneath are the words, “Our 
Night Has Come.” They are taken from a 
childhood collage of Dan’s, a Hallowe’en 
art project circa Grade 4. Among the 
spooky doings in and around Dan’s 
haunted house is a ghost emerging from 
a gravestone with a voice bubble that 
says, “Our night has come.”  

 
 

 

Between the pillow and headstone, a miniature garden borders 
a rectangular marker with images of ferns at two corners. The 
flat marker can be removed to gain access to the burial 
chamber, and will be inscribed with the names of the remaining 
two future residents, Daniel’s brothers Alexander and Tristan. 

 

The headstone stands 1.0 metre/40 inches high, 0.6 metres/22 inches wide and 0.2 
metres/8 inches thick. The eye is drawn to the outline of an inverted sword, 0.75 
metres/30 inches long, bisecting the granite and flanked by Dan’s dates. The sword is a 
most evocative image — at once symbolic of a life cut short and emblematic of the 
warrior spirit that Dan possessed. The sword is present even though absent: so the 
absent person is here made present. Beneath are the words — like the dates, in white: 

Here Lies Daniel Patrick Paris Long 

The words echo the Hallowe’en drawing Dan made 
in school. On the aforementioned gravestone he 
printed the words “here lies Daniel Long.”  

 
 



On the sides of the headstone are silhouette images of a 
male figure holding a machete and a hatchet. An edge 
of fire runs up the sides and along the top of the 
headstone. The images on the sides were rendered from 
photos Dan staged, of himself, taken by his brother 
Tristan around a bonfire in the hills above Jordan River 
on Vancouver Island. The flames were adapted, with the 
permission of the artist, from the logo of the Victoria-
based Blackened Thrash/Death Metal band Horde of 
Anachron (2005-2011), whom Dan greatly admired and 
followed.   

On its back of the headstone, lower down, is this startling text:  
 

THE METALLIAN 

RISING FROM DARKNESS WHERE HELL HATH NO 

MERCY AND THE SCREAMS OF VENGEANCE ECHO 

ON FOREVER, ONLY THOSE WHO KEEP THE FAITH 

SHALL ESCAPE THE WRATH OF THE METALLIAN ...  

MASTER OF ALL METAL  

            
Dan’s personal myth was constructed around the image of the warrior as represented in 
the realm of contemporary fantasy. He was a fan of Game of Thrones and Conan The 
Barbarian. Dan’s favourite Heavy Metal album was by the 80s British band Judas Priest. 
The lettering of his name and dates and the text on the back of the headstone were 
taken from the band’s 1984 classic Defenders of the Faith (CBS Records). 
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Carl Hughes comments: “This will be my 14th year in the monumental industry; I have 
designed and produced over 10,000 gravestones. Without a doubt Daniel’s stone is my 
favourite of all I have had the pleasure to make. I am not sure what it means, but 
occasionally just thinking about The Metallian memorial gives me goosebumps; it’s like 
I’m listening to my favourite Iron Maiden song. Yes, I also am a Heavy Metal fan.” 

Marian Paris comments: “We had the great fortune to find monument designer Carl 
Hughes, whose shared interest in the music Daniel loved informed our collaboration.  

“Daniel was drawn to Ross Bay Cemetery in life. He led the way for us to be reunited 
one day.”  

Recently Marian received an e-mail from a participant on the June 16 tour: 

It is now early August, and I am still struggling to put into words the emotions and 
thoughts your son's beautiful tribute has evoked. It is a rare and precious thing to 
see a grave marker that brings to such life the person it is meant to honour. I am 
humbled to have borne witness to your son's resting place and the stories I heard 
that day.  

Ross Bay is special to me and I walk it often (a close loved one of my own is buried 
not far from your son). I now include your son in my walk-abouts. I am so touched 
by his presence. Ross Bay is a sacred place, made even more so by the  love and 
the concern as evident in Daniel's tribute. 

I built my life around remembrance and death/dying. Wherever I go, I take in the 
cemeteries and death customs. For many years I ran a pumpkin art festival that 
featured public remembrance installations, some inspired by the Mexican Day of 
the Dead and Gaelic traditions of Samhain. I have seen a lot of tributes for loved 
ones who have passed from this world. Daniel’s resting place is among the most 
beautiful I have ever seen, it is so alight with life. 

Warmest regards,  
Lee S. Sharmak 
Victoria and Qualicum Beach 
 

 
Marian Paris and Daniel Long, at an annual family reunion, Salt Spring Island, 2010  

Photo by Paris Forrer 
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Cuba Restores Oldest Jewish Cemetery as Havana Is Spruced Up 
 
Some marble grave covers are broken and tombstones lie on the ground, covered in 
moss. At some plots, vegetation pokes through the cement cracks. But slowly, the oldest 
Jewish cemetery in Cuba is beginning to be rehabilitated, along with the memory of 
many of the island's early Jewish forebears. The restoration is the result of an initiative 
by the government-run city historian's office to spruce up Havana ahead of the 500th 
anniversary of its founding in November. Across the city, streets are being paved, 
monuments are being polished and historic sites are being restored. 
 
There is also an effort to recover long-forgotten sites — among them the all but 
neglected Jewish cemetery in the Guanabacoa neighborhood on Havana's east side. The 
cemetery was inaugurated in 1910 by 
Jews and their descendants from central 
and eastern Europe. "I feel a very great 
peace and calmness when I visit the 
cemetery. ... For me it's like being with 
my mother, my only sister and my 
nephew," said Adela Dworin, president 
of the Hebrew Board of Cuba, standing 
beside a grave adorned with small rocks 
that are used to pay homage to the 
dead. The rocks, which are believed to 
symbolize eternity, lie near inscriptions bearing names of the buried. Many have words 
of consolation written in Yiddish or Spanish and are adorned with the Star of David. 
 
"The people buried here escaped fascism during the war. They're the founders of the 
community who bought these lands to make it a cemetery," said David Prinstein, vice 
president of the Hebrew board. "It has historical and sentimental value." 
For many years, he said, the Jewish community was unable to raise the $200,000 
needed to completely overhaul the grounds. Jews in the U.S. contributed to the upkeep 
of some burial plots, but the cemetery as a whole was largely left to deteriorate. 
Pilar Vega, an engineer in the historian's office, told local TV there are about 1,100 grave 
sites in the cemetery. About 50 have been repaired and 150 more are expected to be 
cleaned up before the end of this year, she said.  
 
A Tombstone Tourist                            Wilf Bruch 
 
On a road trip down the Fraser Valley on Highway 1 toward Chilliwack, we decided to 
visit the small town of Agassiz. After a lovely lunch and pleasant chat with some locals, 
we headed out of town to find an old cemetery that they had recommended. At the 
base of a steep hill surrounded by farmland we found “Cemetery Mountain” or the “Old 
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Agassiz Cemetery”.  I could imagine the first settlers choosing this place to bury their 
loved ones as it is the only high ground in the area. 
The slope is extremely steep and I wondered at the pioneer’s ingenuity in getting some 
of the large tombstones into place. At the top of the cemetery we found the founders of 
this small community, The Agassiz Family. The cemetery was closed to new burials in 
1976. 
 

      
 

        
 
Green Burials 
 
We’re all destined to take a “dirt nap” one day, but more people are planning a 
green death with burials that will actually return their bodies to the dirt or turn 
them into fertilizer after they die. 
 
Some cemeteries are starting to partition land for green (natural) burials, where 
unpreserved bodies can be interred to naturally decompose. These techniques are 
often cheaper and more eco-friendly than a traditional coffin burial, and 
potentially more nourishing for plants than cremated ashes. 
 
The process of green or natural burial is done without embalming. The cleansed and 
sanitized body is dressed in organic, biodegradable clothing and then either wrapped in 
a shroud or placed in a biodegradable casket. It is then interred directly into the earth, 
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in a dedicated green burial area with no headstone or marker and native flora is planted 
on top of the grave.   
 
 Advocates say green burial options are going to be sorely needed in the years ahead as 
the baby boomer generation dies out and cemetery space shrinks due to climate 
change. “As a society, we’re going to have to become much more death literate in 
the next five to 10 years,” said Erik Lees, former president of the Green Burial 
Society of Canada. 
 
Cremation in Canada – Part 1                                   Diane Perrson 
 
The practice of cremation was introduced to the Western world by the Greeks as early 
as 1000 BCE to ensure that soldiers who died on foreign battlegrounds could have their 
ashes sent home for ceremonial entombment. Cremation became such a status symbol 
in Rome that constructing and renting space in columbaria became a profitable 
business. 
 
By about 100 CE cremations in the Roman Empire were stopped, perhaps because of the 
spread of Christianity. Although cremation was not explicitly taboo among Christians, it 
was not encouraged because of pagan associations and concern that it might interfere 
with the promised resurrection of the body and its reunion with the soul. The most 
practical reason is that cremations were threatening to bring about serious wood 
shortages, since so much timber was being felled for pyres.  
 
The revival of interest in cremation in Europe and North America began in 1874, when 
Queen Victoria’s surgeon, Sir Henry Thompson, published his influential book 
Cremation: The Treatment of the Body After Death. A year earlier a furnace built 
specifically for use in cremation was displayed at the Vienna Exhibition. Next to the 
cremated human remains the exhibit sign read “Vermibus erepti – Puro consumimur 
igni” -- ‘Saved from the worms, consumed by the purifying flame.” The British 
movement prompted action in the US, where the first crematorium was built in 1876. 
Sir William MacDonald, a strong supporter of cremation, donated funds for Canada's 
first crematorium, which opened in 1901 at Mount Royal Cemetery in Quebec.   
In a typical cremation today, over a period of 2 to 3 hours the body is transformed by 
intense heat (900 – 1100 degrees Celsius) to a state of small skeletal fragments. The 
cremated remains are removed from the cremation chamber, placed in a cooling tray 
and then processed to fine particles. Most cremated remains weigh between 2 – 4 
kilograms. The remains are returned to the family or to the Executor/legal 
representative of the deceased. 
 
Cremation rates vary widely around the world with some countries like Japan, Nepal and 
Thailand having a rate over 95% while majority-Catholic countries like Italy, Ireland and 
Poland having lower rates. Factors include culture and religion; for example, the 
cremation rate in Muslim, Eastern Orthodox, and Roman Catholic majority countries is 
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much lower, whereas for Hindu or Buddhist majority countries the cremation rate is 
much higher. 
 
In 2015, every Canadian province recorded a cremation percentage rate of more than 
61 percent, except for Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick. It is projected that 
Canada's cremation rate will be 74 percent in 2020. The rates vary greatly among the 
provinces with BC having the highest rate of 77 percent while Prince Edward Island has 
the lowest at about 30 percent. 

 

 
 
 
As a general guide a cremation costs a quarter of the cost of a burial.  A simple direct 
cremation can start at around $600, whereas a cremation with a service, and extra 
disbursements (obit notice, viewing, funeral flowers, etc.) may cost $4,500.  Cremation 
service costs vary depending upon province and area.  For example, a low cost 
cremation can be obtained in some areas of Quebec for as little $587, in Vancouver for 
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$995 and in Toronto for $1,400, whereas in New Brunswick a simple cremation can cost 
almost $3,000. Part 2 in the next issue of Stone Cuttings will discuss options for what 
happens after cremation. 
 
A Comment on “Casket” 
 
Gerry Buydens received the following comment by e-mail from Michele Ashby and Tim 
Hinds: 

Thanks so much for the, as always, interesting edition of Stone Cuttings. 

Further to Diane Persson's comments re: caskets/coffins, you might be interested to hear 
that upon our arrival in the Antigonish NS area, we were intrigued to learn that the local 
weekly newspaper is called "The Casket".  Established in 1852 it has a long, proud 
history.  Obviously it was originally a reference to a jewellery box.  But nowadays it 
provides many humourous anecdotes when visitors are startled by locals' comments such 
as "Oh, just give me a minute to finish my Casket." or "I have to stop here to pick up my 
Casket.".  Lots of fun! Keep up the good work! 

Michèle 

Tombstone Oddities 
 
St. Clement Danes Church in London, England, is the 
burial place of Pierre Radisson (1636-1710), one of the 
founders of the Hudson’s Bay Company. At his death the 
old fur trader was listed on the parish register as “a 
decayed gentleman.” The church, reputedly founded in 
the 9th century by the Danes and rebuilt in the 17th 
century by Sir Christopher Wren, was bombed on May 
10th, 1941, the last night of the blitz. It was restored by 
the Royal Air Force and made their official church, but 
the exact location of Radisson’s grave is uncertain.  

Last Words 

John Lambton, Lord Durham 1792-1840 

 

Governor General and High Commissioner of British North 
America. Author of the Durham Report, recommending the 
federation of the Canadian colonies. 
 
“The Canadians will one day do justice to my memory.

 


